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SNM Mid-Winter Meeting Coming Up

This year’s SNM Mid-Winter Meet-
ing and Educational Symposium will
be held January 23 through 26 at the
Westin Diplomat Resort in Hollywood,
FL. The final two days of the meeting
will be an educational event designed
for nuclear medicine physicians, tech-
nologists, scientists, pharmacists, and
industry leaders interested in current
and emerging technical and clinical ap-
plications of nuclear medicine. The pro-
gram has a strong emphasis on basic sci-
ence related to current nuclear medicine
standards of practice and emergingtech-
nologies used in providing optimal pa-
tient care. A faculty of experienced
physicians, scientists, and technologists
will provide insight on the rapidly
emerging field of molecular imaging
and the advancing role of nuclear med-
icine in diagnosis and therapy.

Preregistration is available online at
www.snm.org at a discounted rate for
members until December 20. Registra-
tions will be accepted online until Jan-
uary 3; after that date, registration will
be accepted only at the meeting.

More information on the symposia
can be found in VOICE Box, page 206.

Fiftieth Anniversary Annual Meeting

New Orleans is a town that loves to
party so what better place to hold
SNM’s 50th annual meeting than in the
Big Easy?

“It’s just going to be one huge cele-
bration,” is how Megan Schagrin,
CMP, SNM’s exhibits/meetings man-
ager, describes the plans for the soci-
ety’s 50th Annual Meeting next June 21
through 25 at New Orleans’ Ernest N.
Morial Convention Center.

The event is expected to draw more
participants and more exhibitors than
last year’s meeting in Los Angeles, and
the Meeting Services Department is go-
ing all out to make the trip both mem-
orable and worthwhile. Along with
continuing education courses and op-
portunities for professional interaction,
sheer fun, not normally a major focus
of SNM Annual Meetings, is high on
the meeting department’s list.

Activities planned include a parade,

jazz bands, a gospel choir and other
musical entertainments, jugglers, fire
eaters, and a Mardi Gras party. A mu-
seum of nuclear medicine is also
planned along with a gala after the
opening reception. The Society’s Bour-
bon Street style booth will feature
SNM Alley with live entertainment,
and exhibitors are enthusiastically
picking up on the Mardi Gras theme.

“I love New Orleans. It has world-
class restaurants, fabulous music, and
that wonderful French Quarter. It’s a
perfect place for the Society to cele-
brate our 50th Annual Meeting,” said
Jane Day, CMP, SNM’s director of
meeting services. A society only has
one 50th annual meeting, and this one is
being celebrated in style.

Technologists Section Seeks
Members for JRCNMT

The Academic Affairs Committee is
seeking applications from Technologist
Section members who would like to
represent the section as members on the
Joint Review Committee on Nuclear
Medicine Technology (JRCNMT). The
JRCNMT is composed of technologists
and physicians from four professional
organizations and helps establish and
maintain quality standards for nuclear
medicine technology programs.

The Academic Affairs Committee
must receive applications byDecem-
ber 31, 2002. The member’s 3-year
term will begin January 1, 2004, with
the first JRCNMT meeting to take
place in March 2004. Duties include
attending JRCNMT meetings, submit-
ting a written report to the Technologist
Section president after each JRCNMT
meeting, and submitting summaries to
the section’s national council. The
member serves without pay but is re-
imbursed for expenses incurred for at-
tending official JRCNMT meetings.

To apply, submit a currentcurricu-
lum vitae using the “Technologist Sec-
tion Curriculum Vitae Form for Nom-
inees for Elective Office” along with a
letter demonstrating your knowledge of
the philosophy, functions and duties of
the JRCNMT and indicating your time

availability and willingness to serve
and travel as necessary. You must hold
current certification or registration as a
nuclear medicine technologist. Please
include a statement disclosing any po-
tential conflict of interest associated
with your application; such a conflict
does not preclude appointment.

Interested applicants should contact
Sandra Fenton, SNM leadership man-
ager, at (703) 708-9000 x1227 or
sfenton@snm.org.

PET Learning Center Schedule

The PET Learning Center has sched-
uled a technologist training session for
March 21 through 23 at the SNM’s
Reston, VA, headquarters’ state-of-
the-art computer workshop. These
hands-on learning labs have been very
popular and tend to fill up quickly.

Technologists interested in upgrad-
ing their PET skills can register online
at www.snm.org (click Education and
Professional Development, then PET
Learning Center) or contact Shawneece
Hennighan at shennighan@snm.org.

Radioimmunotherapy Project:
An Educational Initiative
for SNM Chapters

To address the need of providing in-
formation on radioimmunotherapy(RIT)
in non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma (NHL),
SNM is offering a comprehensive edu-
cational program for use at chapter, re-
gional, and local meetings. The slide-
based course is supported by an educational
grant from IDEC Pharmaceuticals.

The content was designed primarily
for nuclear medicine physicians and
technologists. The program consists of
four modules and is intended to serve
as a resource for speakers. The curric-
ulum was designed for a half-day (4-
hour) lecture; however, the structure
provides flexibility to allow speakers to
create shorter, customized presentations.

Financial support to cover reason-
ablespeaker honoraria, travelexpenses,
and handout materials is available.
SNM encourages chapters to use
speakers in their local area, and can
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recommend speakers to program orga-
nizers if needed.

SNM chapter presidents, continuing
education liaisons, and program orga-
nizers can take advantage of this oppor-
tunity by contacting Jannine Jordan,
SNM continuing education manager, at
jjordan@snm.org or 703-708-9000 x1210.

New Chest Phantom Available

A new tool for the SNM Proficiency
Testing Program was released in Octo-
ber. The Chest Tumor Phantom (me-
dium energy planar, SPECT and high
energy PET) is a three-dimensional
simulated “chest” duplicating the size,
structure, and density of a real organ
that will test the nuclear medicine pro-
fessional’s ability to detect the location,
size, and significance of possible le-
sions.

The Chest Phantom demonstrates ac-
tual clinical problems in technique and
diagnosis found in nuclear medicine
practice. The participant acquires, pro-
cesses, and analyzes the image and an-
swers questions about the procedure,
equipment, parameters used, and re-
sults. Working with the phantom can
assess technologist proficiency, physi-
cian interpretive skills, camera sys-
tems, and other variables.

This quality assurance program, of-
fered by the Society of Nuclear Medi-
cine’s (SNM) Quality Assurance Com-
mittee, can help document qualitative
and quantitative data demonstrating to
regulatory agencies and third-party
payers a practice’s efforts toward qual-
ity assurance in patient care. Most im-
portantly, it ensures that patients re-
ceive the best care.

Each phantom comes with a set of
instructions for preparing and scanning
the device, reporting forms, CME and
VOICE applications, test questions,
and a subscriber feedback question-
naire. Other phantoms in the profi-
ciency-testing program include the
Lumbar Spine Bone Phantom (low-en-
ergy planar and SPECT), the Quantita-
tive Cardiac Phantom, and the Perfu-
sion Lung Phantom.

All phantom studies are approved by
SNMTS for continuing education credit
and were planned and implemented in
accordance with the Essentials and

Standards of the ACCME. The SNM
designates these educational activities
for a maximum of 3 hours of category
1 credit toward the AMA Physician’s
Recognition award.

Phantoms from an earlier American
College of Nuclear Physicians (ACNP)
program are also available. Order
forms are available at www.snm.org in
the Policy and Practice area from the
SNM Service Center, 800-513-6853 or
703-326-1186, or servicecenter@snm.
org.

For questions contact Louis N. Mor-
gan, quality assurance program coordi-
nator, at 703-708-9000 x1321 or
lmorgan@snm.org.

CHAPTER OFFICER UPDATE

Eastern Great Lakes Chapter
President and National Council
Delegate

Deborah A. Erb, CNMT
4944 Meadowbrook Road
Williamsville, NY 14221
Work Phone: 716-838-5889
Fax: 716-838-4918
E-mail: deberb@msn.com

Dues Increase for Technologist
Section Members

An annual dues increase of $5.00 has
been enacted for Technologists Section
members. The increase has been in-
cluded in renewals starting this fall and
will cover increased costs incurred by
the Society in providing publications,
continuing education, and other ser-
vices to the Technologists Section
members. In case you were wondering,
physician members pay $240.00 per
year which includes a subscription to
the Journal of Nuclear Medicine
ONLY. Technologist Section members
receive both JNM and JNMT. Technol-
ogist section members also receive re-
duced rates on meetings registration.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS UPDATE

The Consumer Assurance of Radio-
logic Excellence (CARE) Act (HR
1011) continues to gain support in the
House of Representatives, with 55 rep-
resentatives signed on as co-sponsors.
Although a Senate version could
be introduced soon, the SNM is also

turning to individual states to urge en-
actment of CARE-compliant licen-
sure laws without waiting for federal
action. This approach has been success-
ful in Arizona, which recently passed
legislation requiring licensure for ra-
diologic and nuclear medicine techni-
cians that will take effect January 1,
2004.

The CARE Act would make state
licensure of all radiologic and nuclear
medicine technologists, except ultra-
sound technologists, mandatory by de-
nying Medicaid reimbursement for ra-
diologic and nuclear medicine procedures
performed by unlicensed personnel. It
stipulates that states implement a min-
imum education standard for entry into
the radiologic professions, set standard
requirements for initial certification,
and require continuing education for
continued certification.

—William Uffelman
Director of Public Affairs

General Council, SNM

VOICE BOX

Make your plans now to attend the
2003 Mid-Winter Educational Sympo-
sium, January 25 to 26, at the Westin
Diplomat Resort, Hollywood, Florida.
The December 20 preregistration dead-
line is approaching fast. This sympo-
sium features more continuing educa-
tion classes than ever before planned
for a midwinter meeting including a
full day session for technologists on
Saturday.

Saturday, January 25

SNM Technologist Section Sessions

8:00 AM to 5:00 PM: Nuclear Medicine
for the Technologist: The Future Is
Now

This session is designed for all nuclear
medicine technologists and is intended to
cover a variety of topics. The subjects
span several therapeutic areas including
oncology and cardiology, and cover the
latest in technology such as FDG and
fusion imaging. Discussions on radiation
safety, sentinel node mapping, and
HOPPS 2003 are also featured in this
dynamic full-day program.

Use of PET for Oncology Imaging:
Robert J. McDonald, MD
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Radiation Safety Considerations for
PET: Rick Cacciatore

Radioimmunotherapy in NHL:
Kathy Thomas, CMNT

Nuclear Cardiology: Past, Present
and Future: Danny Basso, CNMT

Sentinel Node Mapping: Claudia
Berman, MD

The ABCs of Fusion Imaging: Rich-
ard Mishkin

HOPPS 2003: What do I do Now?
Kathy Francisco

Council Sessions

8:00 AM to 12:00 NOON: Progress in
Radioimmunotherapy

A Summary of Clinical Trials: John
Leonard, MD

Dosimetry: Standardization of Meth-
odology: Michael G. Stabin, PhD

Radioimmunotherapy of Solid Tu-
mors: Chaitanya R. Divgi, MD

8:00 AM to NOON: Cardiovascular
Molecular Imaging

Overview of Receptor Imaging: T.
Lee Collier, PhD

Imaging of Beta-Receptors in the
Heart: Jeanne Link, PhD

Imaging of Neurocardiac Receptors
in the Heart: David Goldstein, PhD

PET Imaging of Transgenic Murine
Models of Cardiac Disease: Michael J.
Welch, PhD

PET Imaging of Cardiac Reporter
Genes: Heinrich R. Schelbert, MD,
PhD

Targeted Imaging for Myocardial
Angiogenesis: Albert J. Sinusas, MD

8:00 AM to noon: Cardiac Imaging:
Current Technical Capabilities

SPECT Instrumentation for Cardiac
Imaging: Edward Ficaro, PhD

Image Reconstruction and Attenua-
tion Correction Methods for Cardiac
SPECT: Benjamin Tsui, PhD

Quantification of Cardiac Function
and Physiology: Ernest V. Garcia, PhD

Imaging Cardiac Function with Ul-
trasound: Stephen Sawada, MD

Cardiac MRI: John N. Oshinski,
PhD

Cardiac Imaging with Multi-Slice
Spiral CT: Yong Liang, PhD

1:30 to 6:00 PM: The Role of
Functional Studies in Nuclear
Medicine and Correlative Imaging
Studies

Physiological and Kinetic Principles
of Functional Studies: Walter Wolf,
PhD

PET, CT and MRI Correlative Imag-
ing in Cancer and Other Disorders:
Abass Alavi, MD

PET Radiopharmaceuticals Beyond
FDG: Michael J. Welch, PhD

Imaging Cell Death with Radiola-
beled Annexin V: Francis G. Blanken-
berg, MD

99mTc-Depreotide in the Assessment
of Micrometastases: Alan D. Waxman,
MD

1:30 to 5:30 PM: How to Optimize the
Practice of Clinical Nuclear
Cardiology

Radiopharmaceuticals and Clinical
protocols for Myocardial Perfusion Im-
aging: Salvador Borges-Neto, MD

Dealing with Artifacts and Reconcil-
ing Perfusion and Functional Discrep-
ancies: Jack A. Ziffer, MD, PhD

Conveying the Results from MPI to
the Referring Physician: Dos and
Don’ts: Robert Hendel, MD

Quantitative Analysis: Is it Neces-
sary in Clinical Practice? Ernest V.
Garcia, MD

Clinical Cardiac PET: A Practical
Reality? Marcelo DiCarli, MD

Beyond Myocardial Perfusion Imag-
ing—Is There a Future? Diwakar Jain,
MD

How do I Get Paid for What I do in
Nuclear Cardiology? Denise Merlino,
MBA, CNMT

1:30 to 5:30 PM: Symposium
organized by the SNM Clinical Trials
Council

6:00 to 7:00 PM: Impact of HIPAA on
Nuclear Medicine

Organized by SNM Computer and
Instrumentation Council

This 1-hour session for all meeting
participants will feature a didactic pre-
sentation on the impact of the Health
Insurance Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act (HIPAA) on Nuclear Medicine,
followed by an open discussion.

Sunday, January 26

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM: Positron
Emission Tomography/Dual
Modality Imaging

FDG PET: Artifacts and Variants:
TBA

Practical Principles: PET Physics
and Instrumentation: Mark Masden,
PhD

FDG PET: Evaluation of Response to
Chemotherapy and Radiation: George
Segall, MD

PET-CT “Added Value”: Illustrative
Cases: James W. Fletcher, MD

FDG PET in Radiotherapy Plan-
ning: Homer Macapinlac, MD

Multi-Modality Image Fusion: Soft-
ware Solutions: Mark Masden, PhD;
Denis Nelson, PhD

FDG PET in Medical Decision Mak-
ing: Case Illustrations: Peter Valk, MD

8:00 AM to NOON: Considerations for
Successful Radioimmunotherapy

Current Concepts in NHL: Russell
Schilder, MD

The Nuclear Medicine Physician’s
Role in NHL Therapy: Darlene Fink-
Bennett, MD

Regulatory, Safety and Patient Precau-
tions with 90Y Therapy: Jeffry Siegel, PhD

Reimbursement for NHL Therapy:
Darlene Fink-Bennett, MD

8:00 AM to NOON: Brain Imaging in
the 21st Century

Brain SPECT/PET Interpretation us-
ing Normal Image Database: Satoshi
Minoshima, MD, PhD

Advances in Imaging Dementia in
Mild Cognitive Impairment: Michael
Devous, PhD

Brain Imaging using Combined
Dedicated PET: James Mountz, MD,
PhD

Functional and Neurochemical Im-
aging in Movement Disorders: Kirk
Frey, MD, PhD

Dopamine Transporter Imaging in
PD and ADHD: Alan J. Fischman,
MD, PhD

8:00 AM to NOON: Pediatric Council

Low level Radiation and the Ethics
of Research in Children: Martin Char-
ron, MD
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Dosimetry of Nuclear Medicine Pro-
cedures and Update on Federal Regu-
lations: Michael J. Gelfand, MD

Emergency Pediatric Nuclear Medi-
cine: Helen R. Nadel, MD

The Role of Nuclear Medicine in
the Long-Term Follow-up of Children
with Malignancy: Marguerite Parisi,
MD

Update on PET in Pediatric Oncol-
ogy: Barry L. Shulkin, MD

Interesting and Unusual Cases in
Pediatric Nuclear Medicine: Panel
Discussion

Accreditation Statements

CME: The Society of Nuclear
Medicine is accredited by the Accred-
itation Council for Continuing Medi-
cal Education (ACCME) to sponsor
continuing medical education for
physicians.

The Society of Nuclear Medicine
designates this educational activity
for up to 15 hours in category 1 credit
towards the AMA Physician’ s Recog-
nition Award.

ACPE: The Society of Nuclear Med-
icine is accredited by the American

Council on Pharmaceutical Education
(ACPE) as a provider of continuing
pharmaceutical education.

VOICE: SNMTS VOICE has re-
viewed this program and approved it
for a maximum of 15 Continuing Edu-
cation Hours.

CAMPEP: The SNM is applying to
the Commission on Accreditation of
Medical Physics Education Programs,
Inc. (CAMPEP) to be able to offer
Medical Physics Continuing Educa-
tion Credit (MPCEC) to physicists at-
tending the meeting.
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