B SNM's Toronto Meeting
Scores High

Attendance for the Society's 45th
Annual Meeting in Toronto was the
highest ever. More than 4,100
nuclear medicine profession-
als registered to visit the
exhibits and attend the courses
from June 7 through June 1.
This was up more than 500
attendees from last year's
meeting in San Antonio.
Technologist attendance
increased also and was
recorded at more than 1,400.

More than 100 companies
offered 63,000 net square feet
of exhibits displaying nuclear
medicine equipment, products
and services. This year the
Society featured its own Mar-
ketplace booth in the exhibit
hall where SNM publications
and products were displayed
and sold.

Roy Becomes SNM-TS
President

Lynne Roy, CNMT, became
the Technologist Section's
new president at the section's
business meeting in Toronto.
Roy worked closely with the
immediate past-president
Kathy Thomas, CNMT, over
the previous year. She has
been active in the SNM-TS as
chair of the Membership
Committee and of the Task
Force on Allocations.

Technologists

TECHNOLOGIST
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brought that concept to the national
level with the Emerging Leaders Con-
ference. At the awards ceremony in

Attendees at SNM's 45th Annual Meeting enjoyed the cosmopolitan
atmosphere of Toronto while attending meetings, courses and exhibits.

Toronto Thomas said, "Joni it a fire in
me that I never thought was possible.
She is special in so many ways and her
special talents supported me throughout
my year as president." Herbst's
attention to excellence and
ability to make individuals
feel special have been
valuable skills in her mentor-
ing and nurturing of new tech-
nologists. It was a phone call
from her in 1976 that
persuaded Thomas to become
active in the SNM-TS.
Mickey Williams has been
active in the national organi-
zation as well as the Southern
California Chapter. He served
as SNM-TS president from
1991 to 1992. Williams has
~ always encouraged his fellow
technologists to be the best
and led by his example.
"Mickey was always at the

Kathy Thomas (left) passes the title of Technologist Section president
to Lynne Roy at the annual business meeting.

end of the phone when |
|| needed to talk to try out an
idea or get some direction on a
particular project,” said
Thomas.

The SNM-TS president gives
the President's Award to a
member who has worked par-
ticularly hard during that pres-
ident's term or has had a spe-
cial relationship to the
| president during his or her
| career.

| Authors Receive
JNMT Outstanding
Paper Awards

The associate editors of the
Journal of Nuclear Medicine

Receive President's
Awards

Outgoing president Kathy
Thomas, CNMT, selected Joni
Herbst, CNMT, and Cardiff
Mickey Williams, CNMT, to
receive awards for their
outstanding contributions to
the Technologist Section.
Thomas said, "To both Joni
and Mickey, and to the mem-
bers of the Technologist Sec-
tion, thank you for your sup-
port, your guidance and most
important for being there

Technology selected first and
second place papers and a spe-
cial contribution award for
papers published in 1997. The
awards are given to the authors
in recognition of the high qual-
ity of the work they submitted
to JNMT.

The first place JNMT award
for 1997 went to Hideo
Ohnishi, Toyotsugu Ota,
Masahiko Takada, Tetsuo
Kida, Kazuo Noma, Satoru
Matsuo, Kazutaka Masuda,
Itsuo Yamamoto and Rikushi

when I needed you."

Joni Herbst (right) receives a President's Award from Kathy Thomas for
her outstanding work on behalf of the Technologist Section. Carditf

Joni Herbst has been a strong  Mickey Williams also received a President's Award for his

Morita for "Two Optimal Pre-
filter Cutoff Frequencies

proponent for mentoring and
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Myocardial Perfusion in a
One-Day Protocol" (JNMT
1997;25:256-260). As first
place winners, the authors
received $500 and a plaque at
the annual meeting in
Toronto.

Lisa K. Dunnwald, Shelley
D. Hartnett and David A.
Mankoff received the second
place award for their paper,
"Utility and Reproducibility
of Semiquantitative Analysis
of Sestamibi Breast Images"
(JNMT 1997;25:106-109).

A special contribution award
was given to Steven B. Dowd,
Ann M. Steves and Debra
Durick for their four-part con-

Hideo Ohnishi (left), lead author, receives the first place JNMT
Outstanding Paper award for 1997 from Sheila Rosenfeld.

| Baccalaureate Degree
| Students

| Susan LaBash

| Ferris State University,
| Big Rapids, MI

| Carol Manning

| Ferris State University,
| Big Rapids, MI

| Amy Salatino

| Associate Degree Students

tinuing education series on
gerontology, "Caring for the
Older Patient" (JNMT
1997;25:24-32, 86-97, 171-
178, 246-253). The series was
well received by JNMT read-
ers and several organizations
ordered reprints.

New SNM-TS Fellows
Inducted

Three technologists were
inducted as fellows of the
Technologist Section during a
ceremony at the annual busi-
ness meeting in June. These
members earned fellow status
by their participation in
professional and civic activi-
ties, education, and
professional experience and
contributions:

Joni Herbst, CNMT

Frances Neagley, CNMT

Kristen Waterstram-Rich,
CNMT

Students Awarded
Paul Cole Scholarships
Twelve nuclear medicine
technologist students received
Paul Cole scholarships from
the Education and Research
Foundation at the annual
meeting in Toronto. The fund
was established by the Tech-
nologist Section, family and
friends of Paul Cole, CNMT,
to help students continue on
their chosen career path in
nuclear medicine technology.
Scholarships were awarded to:

et A L
As lead auther, Lisa Dunnwald (left) receives the second piace JNMT
Outstanding Paper award for 1997 from Sheila Rosenfeld.

s

Kristen Waterstram-Rich (second from left), Frances Neagley and Joni
Herbst receive their SNM-TS fellowships from outgoing president Kathy
Thomas (far left) and incoming president Lynne Roy (far right).
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| Frances Heinrich
| Triton College,
| River Grove, IL

| Tonya Plumley

| NMT, Royal Oak, MI
| Marina Yegudkina

/ ‘ Nuclear Medicine Week

University of Buffalo,
Buffalo, NY

Jennifer Stevens
University of Buffalo,
Buffalo, NY

Darlette Frankman
Southeast Technical Institute,
Sioux Falls, SD

University of Findlay,
Findlay, OH

Jenny Snodgrass
Lancaster Institute,
Lancaster, PA
Certificate Students
Tammy Brewer

Johns Hopkins Hospital,
Baltimore, MD

Cynthia Tavella
Gateway Community
College, New Haven, CT

Lou Ann Waggoner
William Beaumont School of

Charles R. Drew University,
Los Angeles, CA

1997 PR Stars
Winners Announced

by Valerie R. Cronin, CNMT

Chair 1997-1998

This year twelve technologists
entered the PR Stars Contest
to share their ideas on how
they promoted Nuclear Medi-
cine Week, not only in their
hospitals but in their commu-
nities as well. By reading the
entries one can clearly see the
work and effort put forth by
these technologists and what
they have accomplished. Each
one should be congratulated
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for their efforts. They have made
Nuclear Medicine Week into a yearlong
endeavor to promote our profession.

First place was awarded to Gail
Redick of St. Mary's Hospital in
Rochester, NY. Redick developed the
use of breast imaging by educating
physicians and the community about its
availability, planned Nuclear Medicine
Awareness Week, did an open house,
created displays and promotions, and
developed a quarterly nuclear medicine
newsletter. She also introduced a
physician satisfaction survey and edu-
cational packets and a patient satisfac-
tion survey, started a nursing shadow-
ing program, and distributed house
staff educational packets.

Sharon Komarek of St. Francis
Regional Medical Center in Shakopee,

MN received the second place award.
Komarek is from a small, rural hospital
and wanted to show that her
department was just as advanced and
state of the art as large city
departments. She capitalized on the
new camera her department bought and
made it the centerpiece of her open
house. Not only did she educate the
hospital staff and community but she
took the time to introduce high school
students to nuclear medicine. Keeping
in mind financial constraints, Komarek
used her hospital's public relations
department, suppliers, vendors and her
own nuclear medicine staff to the
utmost. Her hard work resulted in posi-
tive feedback showing that the staff and
community members had gained a new
awareness of the benefits of nuclear

TECHNOLOGIST SECTION AWARDS

medicine.

The third place award was earned by S.
Jean Cody of Millard Filmore Hospital
in Buffalo, NY. Cody's goals were to
celebrate the nuclear medicine modality
and the nuclear medicine technologist,
to provide an educational program, to
bring together the nuclear medicine
community for professional and social
interaction, to create an interest in the
formation of a grassroots section, and to
promote nuclear medicine to the public.
She used vendors to support her efforts.

All three winners gave brief presenta-
tions at the winner's circle in Toronto at
the annual meeting. Winners were
awarded their prize money for
themselves and for their institutions.
They also received money toward their
travel to the annual meeting.

Scientific Paper
First Place

Scientific Poster
First Place

Dual-Isotope Protocol for Indium-111 ProstaScint®
(Capromah Pendetide Monoclonal Antibodv) Imaging

NL Kelty. SH Khan and LE Holder

University of Maryland Medical System, Baltimore, MD

Second Place

Arm Fositioning Does Not Affect the Number, Size or Severity
of Mvocardial Perfusion Defects with Technetium-99m-
Sestamibi SPECT Imaging

DM Cross, MP White, A Russell, CC McGill, DA Clapp. IM
Phillips, MJ Ferraro-Borgida and GV Heller

Hartford Hospital, Hartford and University of Connecticut
School of Medicine, Farmington, CT

Third Place

Evaluation of the Accuracy of Svstem Dead-Time Measure-
ments on Modern Digital Gamma Camera Systems

C Jordan, MK O"Connor, LK Leong and GA Wiseman
Mayo Clinic, Rochester. MN

A Method for Developing New Imaging Procedures for
Nuclear Medicine Technologists

J Fry, A Dado. V Phillips, G Hinkle. R Pozderac and J Olsen
The Ohio State University Medical Center. Columbus, OH

Second Place

A Technique for Performing Xenon-133 Lung Ventilation afier
Perfusion Imaging with Technetium-99m

CL Puckett, JS Parekh and CD Teates

University of Virginia Health Sciences Center, Charlottesville, VA

Third Place

Prone Scintimammography SPECT: 4 New Method for Imag-
ing Breast Cancer

DS Thakrar, JR Buscombe, D McCool and AJW Hilson
Royal Free Hospital and School of Medicine, London, UK

Technologist Section Student Award

Indium-111-Octreotide as u Primary Diagnostic Modality for
Meningioma and Carcinoid Tumor: A Cost-Benefit Analysis
RJ Juaneza

St. Michael’s Hospital, Toronto. Ontario, Canada

Patricia C. Wells, CNMT
184 Southern Blvd.
Chatham, NJ 07928
Phone: 973-635-8672
Fax: 973-635-8672

Science

TECHNOLOGIST COMMITTEE CHAIRS
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS E-mail: pcwells(@erols.com 4301 W. Markham-Slot 714

Career Pathways Subcommittee
Martha W. Pickett, CNMT, FSNMTS
University of Arkansas Medical

Nuclear Medicine Dept.

Little Rock. AR 72205

Phone: 501-686-6848

Fax: 501-686-6513

E-mail
pickettmarthaw(exchange.uams.edu

(continued on puge 216}
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Incoming SNM president James
Fletcher, MD, and incoming Technolo-
gist Section president Lynne Roy, CNMT,
meet during the SNM-TS President’s
Reception in Toronto.

The Technologist Section business meeting was
an international affair as Keisuke Kanao (sec-
ond from left) of the Japanese Society of
Nuclear Medicine Technology, Sibylle Fischer
of the European Association of Nuclear
Medicine (center) and Joyce Davidson (second
from right) of the British Society of Nuclear
Medicine joined Kathy Thomas (far left) and
Lynne Roy (far right).

Some members of the new SNM-TS executive board
gather for a photo at the SNM-TS President’s Reception.
From the left: Cynthia Wharton, Chris Carlson, Kathy
Thomas, Lynne Roy, Nanci Burchell and Curt Gray.

The Technologist Section’s past, present and
future come together as outgoing president
Kathy Thomas (left), president-elect Cynthia
Wharton (center) and current president Lynne
Roy gather for the annual business meeting.
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Ann M. Alessi, CNMT

4 Park Cir.

Nesconset, NY 11767

Phone: 516-255-2536

Fax: 516-764-3662

E-mail: aalessi@ix.netcom.com

AWARDS

Curt Gray

Southwest Washington Medical
Center

Dept. of Nuclear Medicine

P.O. Box 1600

Vancouver, WA 98668

Phone: 360-256-3279

Fax: 360-256-3231

E-mail: jegray@swmedctr.com

BYLAWS

Frances K. Keech

Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Dept. of Budget and Reimbursement

44 Binney St., MS L-215

Boston, MA 02115

Phone: 617-632-2596

Fax: 617-632-4425

E-mail:
frances_keech@dfci.harvard.edu

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Kristen M. Waterstram-Rich, CNMT

Rochester Institute of Technology

Dept. of Allied Health Sciences

85 Lomb Memorial Dr.

Rochester, NY 14623-5603

Phone: 716-475-5117

Fax: 716-475-5766

E-mail: WATERSTRAM-
RICHKM@al.isc.rit.edu

Accessible CE Subcommittee (ACE)
Lisa M. Hazen, CNMT

649 E. Lake Rd.

Harbor Springs, MI 49740

Phone: 616-487-4070

Fax: 616-487-7845

E-mail: Imh@freeway.net

VOICE Subcommittee

Joni L. Herbst, CNMT
10255 Riverside Dr., #204
Toluca Lake, CA 91602
Phone: 310-855-3267
Fax: 310-855-0137
E-mail: herbst@csmc.edu

New CE Projects Subcommittee
Patricia C. Wells, CNMT

184 Southern Blvd.

Chatham, NJ 07928

Fax: 973-635-8672
E-mail: pcwells@erols.com

CE on the Internet Subcommittee
Michele A. Ganske, CNMT
William Beaumont Hospital
Dept. of Nuclear Medicine

44201 Dequindre Rd.

Troy, M1 48098

Phone: 248-828-5339

Fax: 248-828-6129

E-mail: mganske@beaumont.edu

Project Development Subcommittee
Kathleen S. Thomas, CNMT,
FSNMTS

143 N. Calera Ave.

Glendora, CA 91741

Phone: 626-301-8269

Fax: 626-930-5451

E-mail: kthomas@coh.org

DATA ANALYSIS

Eileen O. Smith, CNMT

Yale University-Diagnostic Radiology
333 Cedar St., TE2

New Haven, CT 06520

Phone: 203-785-5125

Fax: 203-785-5735

E-mail: eileen.smith@yale.edu

FINANCE

Christina M. Carlson, CNMT,
FSNMTS

4930 Garden Grove Ave.

Tarzana, CA 91356

Phone: 310-825-3229

Fax: 310-206-4899

E-mail: ccarlson@v401.nuc.ucla.edu

LEADERSHIP MENTORING
Kathleen S. Thomas, CNMT,
FSNMTS

143 N. Calera Ave.

Glendora, CA 91741

Phone: 626-301-8269

Fax: 626-930-5451

E-mail: kthomas@coh.org

MEMBERSHIP

Cynthia S. Wharton, CNMT, FSNMTS
Spartanburg Regional Medical Center
Director of Nuclear Medicine

101 E. Wood St.

Spartanburg, SC 29303

Phone: 864-560-6782

Fax: 864-560-6944

E-mail: warroom01@teleplex.net

TECHNOLOGIST COMMITTEE CHAIRS (continued)
AUDIOVISUAL Phone: 973-635-8672 NOMINATING

Kathleen S. Thomas, CNMT,
FSNMTS

143 N. Calera Ave.
Glendora,CA 91741

Phone: 626-301-8269

Fax: 626-930-5451

E-mail: kthomas@coh.org

NUCLEAR CARDIOLOGY
Donna M. Natale, CNMT

Yale New Haven Hospital
Nuclear Cardiology, CB 343
20 York St.

New Haven, CT 06504

Phone: 203-785-5005

Fax: 203-688-3658

E-mail: donna.natale@yale.edu

PAST PRESIDENTS
Kathleen S. Thomas, CNMT,
FSNMTS

143 N. Calera Ave.
Glendora, CA 91741

Phone: 626-301-8269

Fax: 626-930-5451

E-mail: kthomas@coh.org

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND PROFES-
SIONAL ENHANCEMENT (PE2)
Nanci A. Burchell, CNMT

6814 N. Liberty

Kansas City, MO 64118

Phone: 816-234-3214

Fax: 816-855-1990

E-mail: nburchell@cmh.edu

Commercial Affairs Subcommittee
Marcie Osborn, CNMT

3419 N. Madison St.

Tacoma, WA 98407-5538
Phone: 253-759-4217

Fax: 253-759-4217

E-mail: marcieo@aol.com

Nuclear Medicine Week Subcommittee
Susan P. Gavel, CNMT

7124 Helms Dale Rd.

West Hills, CA 91307

Phone: 818-712-4107

Fax: 818-712-4154

E-mail: sgavel@earthlink.net

PUBLICATIONS

Frances L. Neagley, CNMT
Davies Medical Center
Nuclear Medicine

Castro and Duboce Streets
San Francisco, CA 94114
Phone: 415-565-6370

(continued on page 217
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TECHNOLOGIST COMMITTEE CHAIRS (continued)

Fax: 415-241-5695
E-mail: fneagley@hooked.net

SOCIOECONOMIC AFFAIRS
Denise A. Merlino, CNMT, FSNMTS
3 Highrock Rd.
Stoneham, MA 02180
Phone: 781-744-2410
Fax: 781-744-2273
E-mail: denise.a.merlino@
lahey hitchcock.org

Coding and Reimbursement
Subcommittee

James A. Bietendorf, CNMT
8915 Gibson St.

Los Angeles, CA 90034
Phone: 310-855-4216

Fax: 310-289-9528

E-mail: Bietendorf@csmc.edu

Government Relations Subcommittee
Mickey T. Clarke, CNMT
Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology
Nuclear Medicine Div.

510 S. Kingshighway

St. Louis, MO 63110

Phone: 314-362-2809

Fax: 314-362-2806

E-mail: clarkem@mirlink.wustl.edu

Millenium Subcommittee

Valerie R. Cronin, CNMT

Mercy Hospital

565 Abbott Rd.

Buffalo, NY 14220

Phone: 716-828-2162

Fax: 716-828-2721

E-mail: veronin@classic.msn.com

Utilization Subcommittee
Denise A. Merlino, CNMT, FSNMTS
3 Highrock Rd.
Stoneham, MA 02180
Phone: 781-744-2410
Fax: 781-744-2273
E-mail:
denise.a.merlino@lahey hitchcock.org

SCIENTIFIC AND TEACHING

Mary Jo Struttmann, CNMT

Dupont Merck Radiopharmaceuticals

2803 Meramar

St. Louis, MO 63129

Phone: 314-846-7856

Fax: 314-846-7668

E-mail: mary.j.struttmann@
dupontpharma.com

TASK FORCE: MEMBERSHIP
Eileen O. Smith, CNMT

Yale University

Diagnostic Radiology

333 Cedar St., TE2

New Haven, CT 06520

Phone: 203-785-5125

Fax: 203-785-5735

E-mail: eileen.smith@yale.edu

TASK FORCE: NONCOMPLIANCE

Richard J. Tetrault, CNMT

3 Tispaquin St.

Middleboro, MA 02346-3337

Phone: 617-632-3239

Fax: 617-632-3581

E-mail:
richard_tetrault@macmailgw.
dfci.harvard.edu

TASK FORCE:

STRATEGIC PLANNING

Lynnette A. Fulk, CNMT, FSNMTS
St. Joseph Memorial Hospital
Nuclear Medicine Dept.

1907 W. Sycamore

Kokomo, IN 46901

Phone: 765-456-5686

Fax: 765-456-5812

E-mail: Ifulk@netusal.net

TECHNOLOGIST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President

Lynne T. Roy, CNMT, FSNMTS
Cedars/Sinai Medical Center
Department of Imaging

8700 Beverly Blvd., Room 5416
Los Angeles, CA 90048

Phone: 310-855-3062

Fax: 310-659-7974

E-mail: roy@cshs.org

President-Elect

Cynthia S. Wharton, CNMT, FSNMTS
Director of Nuclear Medicine
Spartanburg Regional Medical Center
101 E. Wood St.

Spartanburg, SC 29303

Phone: 864-560-6782

Fax: 864-560-6944

E-mail: warroom01@teleplex.net

Secretary/Historian

Nanci A. Burchell, CNMT
6814 N. Liberty

Kansas City, MO 64118
Phone: 816-234-3214

Fax: 816-855-1990
E-mail: nburchell@cmbh.edu

Finance Committee Chair

Christina M. Carlson, CNMT,
FSNMTS

4930 Garden Grove Ave.

Tarzana, CA 91356

Phone: 310-825-3229

Fax: 310-206-4899

E-mail: ccarlson@v401.nuc.ucla.edu

Immediate Past President
Kathleen S. Thomas, CNMT,
FSNMTS

143 N. Calera Ave.
Glendora, CA 91741

Phone: 626-301-8269

Fax: 626-930-5451

E-mail: kthomas@coh.org

Committee Member

Curt Gray

Southwest Washington Medical
Center

Department of Nuclear Medicine

P.O. Box 1600

Vancouver, WA 98668

Phone: 360-256-3279

Fax: 360-256-3231

E-mail: jegray@swmedctr.com

Committee Member

Brenda A. McSherry, CNMT

U. of Massachusetts Medical Center

Dept. of Nuclear Medicine

55 Lake Ave. North

Worcester, MA 01655

Phone: 508-856-2649

Fax: 508-856-4572

E-mail:
brenda.mcsherry@banyan.ummed.edu

Committee Member

Toya T. Powell, CNMT

1320 Jefferson

Memphis, TN 38104

Phone: 901-725-7298

Fax: 901-272-1469

E-mail:
toyanukenut@worldnet.att.net
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H Chapter Officer
Update

This listing provides the cur-
rent president and National
Council delegate for each of
the 14 chapters. These are
the people who represent
you in the Technologist Sec-
tion and are your key
contacts. Call them to
discuss your concerns and
ideas.

Central Chapter

President

Lisa M. Hazen, CNMT
649 E. Lake Rd.

Harbor Springs, MI 49740
Phone: 616-487-4070
Fax: 616-487-7845
E-mail: Imh@freeway.net

National Council Delegate
Lyn M. Mehlberg, CNMT
St. Luke’s Medical Center
Nuclear Medicine
2900 W. Oklahoma Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53215
Phone: 414-649-6418
Fax: 414-649-5118
E-mail:
Imehlberg@aero.net

Eastern Great Lakes
Chapter

President and National
Council Delegate
Katherine L. Richmond-
Cox, CNMT
Guelph Nuclear Imaging
83 Dawson Rd., Suite 203
Guelth, Ontario N1H 1B1
Phone: 519-767-0550
Fax: 519-767-2918

Greater New York
Chapter

President

Myrellen L. Merry, CNMT
1321 Fitzwater Town Rd.
Abington, PA 19001
Phone: 215-880-4308

Fax: 215-657-7998

National Council Delegate

John J. Reilley, CNMT,
FSNMTS

1120 Easton Rd.

Rosslyn, PA 19001

Phone: 215-662-7288

Fax: 215-349-5843

218

B, British Columbis
PACIFIC
NORTHWEST

Hawaii Chapter

President

Prudence L. Anich, CNMT
414 Tliaina St.

Kailua, HI 96734

Phone: 808-263-5166

Fax: 808-263-5167

National Council Delegate
Linda A. Miyamoto, CNMT
1420 Victoria St., #802
Honolulu, HI 96822

Phone: 808-522-4501

Mideastern Chapter

President

Lenna B. Deletis-King,
CNMT

13913 Turtle Hill Rd.

Midlothian, VA 23112-4103

Phone: 804-744-0225

E-mail: artien25@aol.com

National Council Delegate
Jewnine A. Burkett, CNMT
1130 Harvard Rd.

Waldorf, MD 20602
Phone: 301-870-8434

Fax: 301-870-5327

E-mail: nenie@erols.com

Missouri Valley Chapter

President

Andrea L. Johanns, CNMT

1129 Barnett Dr.

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613-6626

Phone: 319-272-7048

Fax: 319-272-7105

E-mail:
aj1429%4@mail.cedarnet.org

National Council Delegate
Nanci A. Burchell, CNMT
6814 N. Liberty

Kansas City, MO 64118
Phone: 816-234-3214

Fax: 816-855-1990

E-mail: nburchell@cmh.edu

New England Chapter

President

Richard J. Tetrault, CNMT

3 Tispaquin St.

Middleboro, MA 02346-3337

Phone: 617-632-3239

Fax: 617-632-3581

E-mail: richard_tetrault@
macmailgw.dfci.harvard.edu

National Counctil Delegate

Frances K. Keech

Dana Farber Cancer Institute

Dept. of Budget and
Reimbursement

44 Binney St., MS L-215

Boston, MA 02115

Phone: 617-632-2596

Fax: 617-632-4425

E-mail: frances_keech@
dfci.harvard.edu

Northern California
Chapter

President

William H. Erlenbusch,
CNMT

3195 Folsom Blvd.

Sacramento, CA 95816-
5233

Phone: 916-737-3206

JOURNAL OF NUCLEAR MEDICINE TECHNOLOGY

Fax: 916-737-6203

E-mail: bille@ncpic.com

National Council Delegate

Diane A. DeNardo, CNMT

12901 Mt. Echo Dr.

Tone, CA 95640

Phone: 916-983-7479

Fax: 916-451-2857

E-mail: DADENARDO @
UCDAVIS.EDU

Pacific Northwest Chapter

President

Julie D. Zucati

2521 181st Ave., NE

Redmond, WA 98052

Phone: 206-764-2374

Fax: 206-764-2050

E-mail: zucati.julie_d@
seattle.go

National Council Delegate

Curt Gray

Southwest Washington
Medical Center

Department of Nuclear
Medicine

P.O. Box 1600

Vancouver, WA 98668

Phone: 360-256-3279

Fax: 360-256-3231

E-mail:
jegray@swmedctr.com

Pittsburgh Chapter

President

Dorian G. Lucey, CNMT
UPMC

337 Canterbury Dr.
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Pittsburgh, PA 15238-0459
Phone: 412-647-7259

National Council Delegate
Ann L. Orenak, CNMT
86 Jeffrey St.

Indiana, PA 15701-4223
Phone: 724-357-7047
Fax: 724-357-7486
E-mail: anno@twd.net

Prairie Province Chapter
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by Joni Herbst, CNMT, FSNMTS
Continuing Education Committee
Outgoing Chair

Each June, following the SNM Annual
Meeting, our new officers and committee
chairs take over their Technologist Section
leadership positions. I would like to intro-
duce Kristen Waterstram-Rich, CNMT, as the new Continu-
ing Education Committee chair.

It has been a privilege for me to chair this committee for the
past two years and I thank all the members who gave so much
of their time. Together we have developed a lot of new projects
that will benefit you. the members, by making it easier for
you to obtain continuing education at your local level.

We will be expanding the number of continuing education
articles posted on the SNM web site and a new company has
been contracted to provide videotapes of the presentations in
Toronto that you can purchase at the reasonable price of $25.
Contact the Landes Slezak Group, CME, Unlimited at 800-
776-5454 for a listing and information on how to order.

In addition to these modalities, we are developing slide sets
of presentations that you can rent and present at your local meet-
ings. Many of your colleagues have been kind enough to make
their presentations available to the Technologist Section. Look
for more news about the ACE (Accessible Continuing Educa-
tion) program in the fall.

I'd like to thank those unsung heroes who volunteer to put
together continuing education programs and fill out all the paper-
work to obtain VOICE approval. All of you who attend any
kind of CE program at the local. state or regional level owe your
CE credits to these dedicated individuals.

In order for our VOICE program to maintain high standards
and meet all the criteria of a continuing education provider
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we must be able to describe
the content of the program
and state the learning objec-
tives. Simply put, what do
we expect an attendee to
learn upon completion of
the material presented?
Many VOICE applica-
tions are received with
great titles using all the
buzz words of cutting-edge
‘ technology, but when it
comes to stating the learn-
ing objectives we most
often see the universal line:
to learn more about “x” or
better understand “x.” To
receive approval for
VOICE and CE credits for your program, your learning
objectives should describe the performance you want the
attendee to be able to exhibit. It is important to state the intended
result of the instruction rather than the process of instruction
itself. These objectives should help the lecturer deliver and the
audience receive the same body of information. As a program
director or a speaker, please take a few minutes to identify
exactly what it is that the attendee should be able to do after the
presentation. Just like in school, you cannot get credit for study
hall.

Think about the desired goal in terms of action verbs. The
attendee should learn to perform specific functions such as to
describe, list, complete, perform and critique. For example:
Upon completion of this presentation the attendee should be
able to: (1) /ist three radiopharmaceuticals that can be used
for myocardial imaging; (2) describe the three patient positions
used in scintimammography; and (3) caregorize the best meth-

Kristen Waterstram-Rich, CNMT,
assumes the chair of the SNM-TS
Continuing Education Committee.
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ods of administration of radionuclides.

When writing learning objectives for an entire program with
more than one presentation you also can include the condi-
tion and criterion. For example: At the conclusion of this pro-
gram the nuclear medicine technologist should be able to per-
form a linearity check (performance) using a dose calibrator
and a technetium source (condition) according to NRC
guidelines (criteria).

Here are some sample learning objectives from SNM annual
meetings:

Title: Orthopedic Bone Imaging: A Multimodality Approach
Summary: This course is intended for nuclear medicine physi-
cians and technologists, with an interest in state-of-the-art
orthopedic imaging, who already are proficient in basic mus-
culoskeletal nuclear medicine. A multimodality approach to
orthopedic bone imaging with particular emphasis on planar
and SPECT bone scintigraphy, but also in-depth coverage
of conventional radiography, MRI and CT will be pre-
sented.

Educational Objectives: Upon completion of this session,

attendees should be able to: (1) identify, using bone scintig-

raphy, acute fractures that are not evident on radiographs; (2)

list common causes for low-back pain for which bone SPECT

is an appropriate imaging study; and (3) recognize the typi-
cal appearances of a torn meniscus on a bone SPECT study
of the knees.

Title: SPECT: Quality Assurance

Educational Objectives: After attending this course, partic-
ipants should be able to: (1) list the steps necessary for per-
forming an optimal acceptance testing program; (2) design a
SPECT quality control program; (3) identify an example of
an artifact that results from: (a) poor camera performance; (b)
quality control errors; and (c) data acquisition and processing
errors; and (4) list five corrective actions that can be taken to
avoid image artifacts.

To many of you all this talk about learning objectives may
seem boring but 1 can assure you that, as our programs become
more and more subject to audits, this is critical to maintaining
our status as an educational provider. Each attendee should take
a few minutes and review the learning objectives listed for each
presentation. When you fill out your evaluations after the pre-
sentation, use these objectives as your criteria to determine
whether the speaker was successful in meeting the stated objec-
tives and provided you with the information that was described
in the outline.

VOICE has detailed guidelines it is required to follow when
approving activities for continuing education credit. The VOICE
Guidelines are published annually in the September issue of
JNMT. They can be found here immediately following the
CE contacts.

If you have any questions or need a VOICE Credit Approval
Application contact Marcia Ferg at the Reston office.

CE Contacts:
Kristen Waterstram-Rich, SNM-TS Continuing Education

Committee Chair
Phone: 716-475-5117
E-mail: WATERSTRAM-RICH.KM@al .isc.rit.edu

Marcia Ferg, Continuing Education Manager,
SNM Education Department
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Phone: 703-708-9000, X210
E-mail: mferg@@snm.org

Verification Of Involvement In Continuing
Education (VOICE) Guidelines

1. Objectives

Per the bylaws of the Technologist Section of the Society of
Nuclear Medicine, the objectives of this organization shall
be:

to encourage nuclear medicine technologists to join
together in an association within the Society of Nuclear
Medicine, Inc. for the purpose of maintaining the iden-
tity and quality of nuclear medicine technologists and
providing the continuing development, improvement,
and expansion of nuclear medicine technology for the
betterment of health care services.

Further, the Society of Nuclear Medicine—Technologist
Section (SNM-TS) is a national professional association which,
through its status as a Recognized Continuing Education Eval-
uation Mechanism (RCEEM), recognizes and approves con-
tinuing education activities relating to nuclear medicine tech-
nology.

IL. Verification Of Involvement In Continuing Education
(VOICE)

The VOICE program is a comprehensive SNM-TS program
that provides technologists with continuing educational (CE)
activities as well as a method of tracking them. Through VOICE,
the SNM-TS provides members with a computerized transcript
documenting participation in any of the nuclear medicine CE
programs offered annually. SNM-TS members are automati-
cally enrolled in the VOICE program and pay no additional fee
to enjoy its benefits. Nonmembers may participate for an annual
fee of $70.00.

Only those sponsors who apply to the SNM-TS for VOICE
credit for their CE activity and have that application approved
will be awarded CE credits through the VOICE system. VOICE
participants who attend programs approved for continuing edu-
cation by other RCEEMS as identified by the ARRT (ACR,
AHRA, ASRT and SDMS), can submit documentation and
have those credits added to their VOICE transcript. Participants
at continuing education programs leading to BCLS, ACLS or
Instructor or Instructor Training certification from the Ameri-
can Heart Association or American Red Cross can submit proof
of attendance and a copy of the resultant certification for
CEH credit to be applied to their transcript not more than
once every 2 years.

The continuing education credits assigned and tracked by the
SNM-TS VOICE system are considered by the ARRT to be
Category A continuing education credits. Category B credit, as
defined by the ARRT, can be assigned to legitimate continu-
ing education activities not approved by a RCEEM. The SNM-
TS VOICE program will nor designate or track Category B
continuing education activities.

Continuing Education Hours (CEHs) are defined by the length
of the activity. An activity that is 30 minutes in length would
receive 0.5 CEH. Every 15 minutes over that is worth 0.25 CEH.
Activities are identified in quarterly increments only. In other
words: 1.0, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, etc. If their length falls between the
quarter hour. we will round up or down to the nearest quarter.
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Every 120 minutes of laboratory time (hands-on, demon-
strations) will receive 1 CEH of credit. Additional time will be
measured in hourly increments only. Examples:

Lecture: 10:15B11:00=0.75 CEH
Lecture: 10:00B11:05=1.0 CEH
AV tape: 30 minutes = 0.5 CEH
Lab: 3 hours = 1.5 CEH

III. Continuing Education Activities Eligible for CEH
Credit

A. Lecture (Live) Programs

A planned program of continuing education in nuclear medi-
cine technology involves the organized presentation of the body
of knowledge so that the subject matter is comprehensively
covered in sufficient detail to meet the educational objectives
of the course. A continuing education activity sufficient for
approval must be a planned program including, but not limited
to: defined objectives, outline of course material, scope of activ-
ity clearly defined, faculty credentials and must be a subject
related to nuclear medicine technology.

Subject matter of any continuing education activity must pro-
vide sufficient details to meet the objectives of the activity. An
individual with credentials relevant to the material being pre-
sented must present activities. Commonly used formats include:
lecture, seminar, workshops, structured case reviews, etc. Lab-
oratory format would be appropriate for instruction in clinical
laboratory procedures and instrumentation where partici-
pants receive hands-on experience.

A program must be at least 30 minutes in length, under respon-
sible sponsorship, capable direction and qualified instruction.
Attendance during at least 80% of the instructional time is
required. Proof of participation/attendance is required. All pro-
grams are to be evaluated by the participants.

Activities under this category include the following:

* Chapters and local society’s meetings

* Academic or hospital-based programs (in-service con-
ferences, grand rounds, etc.)

» Commercially sponsored programs.

These programs can be:

* Permanent site: A program given at one location several
times within a year

* Traveling seminars: A program that moves from loca-
tion to location without the program content changing (i.e.,
Society Roadshows. traveling lecturers, etc.).

B. Audiovisual Programs

Audiotape and videotape programs must provide a high-qual-
ity educational content using current information and tech-
niques. The tapes must be a minimum of 30 minutes in length.
The amount of credit assigned is based on the length of the tape.
A post-test and evaluation form must be completed for credit
to be given. The participant must achieve a passing grade of
at least 80% to receive credit. Tapes must be reviewed every
3 years to maintain currency and accuracy.

Audiotape and videotape programs produced by outside orga-
nizations may be submitted for VOICE credit approval. The
programs must include a post-test, support materials (if applic-
able) and an evaluation form to be awarded credit.

The SNM and SNM-TS produce videotapes eligible for
continuing education credit. They are available from CME
Unlimited. They are for sale or rent. With each purchase or
rental, 10 individuals can obtain CE credit and there is a
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small charge for each additional 10 individuals wishing to obtain
credit.

C. Journal Articles

The official journal of the SNM-TS features continuing edu-
cation articles that qualify for one hour of continuing educa-
tion credit (1.0 CEH). Individuals completing the JNMT arti-
cle quizzes must follow the directions that accompany the article.
An 80% correct response rate is required to receive credit for
participation.

Articles relating to the field of nuclear medicine technology
which will be published in a peer-reviewed journal with accom-
panying post-tests may be submitted by outside organizations
or chapters for approval for VOICE credit. An application must
be completed. As a guideline, reading the article and taking the
post-test should take not less than one hour. The submitting
organization or chapter will handle administrative details (grad-
ing the tests, failure notifications and letters of participation for
non-SNM members, etc.).

D. Authors, Speakers

Authors and co-authors of an article relating to nuclear medi-
cine in a peer-reviewed journal may each submit an applica-
tion, including a copy of the published journal, to receive 5
CEHs each.

A speaker at a meeting that has been approved for VOICE
credit may submit an application to receive 3 CEHs prepara-
tion time for every continuing education hour presented and 1
approved lecture credit not to exceed 6 CEHs per program annu-
ally. Application to include a copy of the final program in which
the speaker appears.

Authors and co-authors of a book chapter, textbook or refer-
ence book related to nuclear medicine must submit an appli-
cation for continuing education credit. Each application will
be reviewed and credit assigned on a case by case basis by the
VOICE Subcommittee.

IV. Activities Not Eligible for Continuing Education
Credit
« Attendance at routine department or staff meetings.
* Poster sessions and viewing exhibits.
* Elected office or committee appointments.
* Basic course that would be taken during initial nuclear
medicine technology training.
« Student presentations or attendance at bowl competitions.
* Question and answer sessions.
» Informal case discussions/presentations.
* Scientific papers and/or authorship of scientific papers.
* Breaks, meals or social functions. (A scientific presenta-
tion given during a meal function may be awarded CE
credit).

V. Transcripts

A computerized transcript is issued to VOICE participants once
a year one month before their birth month and on demand. The
transcript identifies all CEH activities completed during the
three most recent years prior to its issue. Information found
on the VOICE transcript is as follows: participant’s name and
address, program information including date, reference num-
ber, description, category (when identified by applicant), num-
ber of CEHs. Transcripts will include VOICE-approved pro-
grams as well as programs approved by the identified RCEEMs
for which proper documentation has been submitted. Proper
documentation includes: participant’s name and VOICE num-
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ber, title and content description of the activity, date(s) of atten-
dance, number of contact hours available and the number of
hours the participant achieved, name of sponsor, an authorized
signature (representative of the sponsor), and the reference
number assigned by the RCEEM.

VI. Fee Structure

A. Enrollment Fees

SNM-TS members are enrolled in the VOICE system free as
a benefit of membership. Non-SNM-TS members can enroll in
the Nonmember VOICE Tracking Program (NMVTP) for an
annual fee of $70.00. This is a tracking service only; partici-
pants must submit the proper documentation and they will
receive a transcript (see Transcripts section).

B. Application Processing Fees for Approval of CE
Programs

Fees must be enclosed with the application. Fees are nonre-
fundable.

$25.00  SNM chapter/regional sponsored program
(< 1 day)
$75.00 SNM chapter/regional sponsored program
(> | day)
$25.00  Academic/hospital/local group sponsored
program (< 1 day)
$75.00  Academic/hospital/local group sponsored
program (> | day)
$75.00  Multiple program discount (discount fee for
sponsors applying for up to 6 programs within
a 6-month period)
$100.00 Commercial company sponsored program
$50.00  Audiovisual program
$25.00 Journal article
$5.00  Authors/speakers

VII. Delineation of Responsibilities

A. Responsibilities of Sponsoring Organization or
Applicant

1. Submit completed application, and one copy, with: name
of sponsoring organization, name of contact person, com-
plete mailing address of contact person along with day and
evening telephone numbers, list of defined objectives, outline
of course material, beginning and ending times for each
activity/lecture, faculty information including their credentials,
all supporting material including copies of handouts or study
guide if applicable.

2. Submit application approximately 4 weeks in advance of
the activity. Incomplete applications will delay processing. The
SNM-TS Educational Office is not responsible if incomplete
applications cause processing to be late for this activity. Appli-
cations for programs will be accepted up to the day of the meet-
ing. Those that are received within a week of the program being
held, if approved, may not receive the approval information
(Credit Reporting Forms, etc.) until after the meeting is over.
The program director (contact person) is responsible for mak-
ing sure all attendees receive the information. Applications will
not be accepted after the activity has taken place.

3. Obtain verification of the attendees’ participation in the
activity (sign-in sheets, registration list, etc.). Copy and dis-
tribute VOICE credit reporting forms received from SNM-
TS office to all participants.

4. Instruct participants on proper method for completing the
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credit reporting forms and collect the top portion of the forms
for SNM-TS members at the conclusion of the activity.

5. Submit the credit reporting forms for SNM-TS members
and verification of participation report (report/list must contain
names of all verified participants) to the SNM-TS educational
coordinator within 2 weeks of the activity. Keep a copy of these
forms for your files. Records must be kept for 3 years.

B. Responsibilities of VOICE Participant

1. Print name, address, phone number and VOICE number on
the appropriate credit reporting form (i.¢., audiovisual evalu-
ation form, post tests, etc.). Indicate NMVTP on the form if
you are a participant in the SNM-TS Nonmember VOICE Track-
ing Program. Missing or illegible information on these forms
can result in credit not being recorded.

2. When attending a lecture (live) program, SNM-TS mem-
bers will return the completed forms to the program director.
Nonmembers are to keep the entire form for their records. For
all other approved activities, follow the specific instructions
included with the activity (JNMT quizzes, audiovisual pro-
grams, etc.).

C. Responsibilities of the SNM-TS Educational Office

1. Review all applications in a timely fashion and provide the
Course Approval Subcommittee completed applications for
approval.

2. After approval, enter the activity into the computer
assigning at least one VOICE number (will vary depending
on number of lectures in a live program). Identify those lec-
tures that fit the categories defined by the NMTCB (radio-
pharmacy, radiation safety and nuclear medicine instrumen-
tation) and specific licensure states (California, Texas, Illinois,
etc.).

3. Send the letter of approval and instruction, with an origi-
nal VOICE Credit Reporting Form and a sample VOICE Course
Critique Form to the Program Director/Contact Person.

4. After receiving the completed credit reporting forms and
verification of participation report from the program direc-
tor/contact person, enter on VOICE participants records, the
amount of credit to be received for the activity.

5. Provide VOICE participants with an annual report (VOICE
transcript) of the continuing education activities they’ ve reported
to the SNM-TS Educational Office.

6. To keep on file, all applications, with supportive docu-
mentation and participation verification information for a period
of 3 years following the date of the activity.

Glossary

Continuing Education Hour: A continuing education hour is
equal to 60 minutes and is awarded | CEH credit.

Continuing Education Activine: A learning activity that is planned
and administered to enhance the knowledge and skills under-
lying the professional performance that the technologist uses
to provide services to patients, the public and the profession.
RCEEM: Recognized Continuing Education Evaluation Mech-
anism. A group or organization that evaluates the content and
quality of continuing education activities. A RCEEM must be
national in scope, nonprofit and based in the radiologic sci-
ences. The SNM-TS, ASRT and SDMS are RCEEMs identi-
fied by the ARRT.

Sponsor: An organization that plans, organizes, supports,
endorses, subsidizes and/or administers educational activities.
Sponsors have their activities approved by a RCEEM to offer
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credit. Sponsors can include professional societies, academic
institutions, health care facilities and government agencies.

B Government Relations Update

by David Nichols, Director ACNP/SNM
Government Relations Office

NRC Update

The NRC held a briefing with the Advisory Committee for
the Medical Uses of Isotopes (ACMUI) on June 17, 1998 to
discuss the pending proposed rule for 10 CFR 35. The com-
mission heard recommendations from the ACMUI on the med-
ical policy statement, significant precursors and patient noti-
fication. The committee also asked for the commission to extend
the time period for commenting on the proposed rule from 75
to 120 days.

The NRC is expected to publish a proposed rule near the mid-
dle of August 1998 for public comment and to include three
public workshops to hear additional discussions on the changes
proposed by the NRC. These changes will include: (a) a reduc-
tion in the radiation safety training and experience required for
physicians practicing nuclear medicine; (b) a revamping of the
radiation safety committee requirements to focus on a program
for radiation safety rather than a prescriptive committee
structure; and (c) restructuring of the quality management pro-
gram to require only written directives and a program that assures
that the dose prescribed is the dose given. Other areas of the
current 10 CFR 35 also will be changed.

The ACNP/SNM Government Relations Office will be dis-
seminating the proposed rule and associated documents when
they are published as well as making them available on the
Internet for people to monitor activity and send in comments.

Isotope Production: Research Isotopes

One of the four goals passed by the ACNP/SNM Government
Relations Committee in January 1998 was to increase funding
for research isotope production through the DOE. Our requests
to the House and the Senate Energy and Water Appropriations
Committees originally asked for a $20-million-dollar increase,
which was reduced to a site-specific request of $10 million dol-
lars. This $10-million-dollar request, although supported by
Senators Larry Craig (R-ID), Connie Mack (R-FL), Slade Gor-
ton (R-WA) and Patty Murray (D-WA), was not included in
either the House or the Senate bills as of July 31, 1998. In
addition, the house bill removed an additional $6 million slated
for the construction of a beam spur of the LANSCE accelera-
tor at Los Alamos which would have ensured that the national
lab could continue to produce research isotopes. The ACNP/SNM
Government Relations Office continues to press for the House
to include money for the beam spur during the Energy and Water
Appropriations Committee Conference.

The ACNP and SNM also have nominated Drs. Richard Reba,
Michael Devous, Daniel Sullivan and Linda Knight to serve on
a Nuclear Energy Research Advisory Committee that would
have jurisdiction over providing advice to the director of the
Office of Nuclear Energy (currently Bill Magwood is acting
director) on those isotopes that the DOE should expend resources
to produce. The SNM also is looking into establishing a peer
review committee to provide commentary to the DOE on which
isotopes it feels the department should commit to producing.
This type of input from a federal advisory committee and a peer
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review group within the SNM would assist the DOE on
focusing on producing 5 to 10 isotopes and making them avail-
able at a reasonable cost to researchers year round.

SNM-TS Moves Forward with National Licensure Effort
Following the momentum of the annual meeting in Toronto,
the SNM-TS continues to work with the American Society of
Radiologic Technologists (ASRT) to push forward a national
licensure initiative that would require states to develop licen-
sure requirements if they are not currently in place. To focus
the need for licensure, the SNM-TS developed the following
position paper on this issue.

The SNM-TS supports the establishment of minimum stan-

dards by the federal government for persons who administer

nuclear medicine procedures. The need for licensure is dri-
ven by the following:

1. Establishment of minimum standards would increase the
quality of patient care by increasing the diagnostic value of
nuclear medicine procedures. This will result in a decrease
in the incidence of repeat exams and inappropriate exams.
Thus, the establishment of minimum standards will decrease
the cost of medical care.

2. Establishment of minimum standards will meet the need to
demonstrate competency consistent with current and
impending regulatory requirements for providers of health
care, and assure the public of appropriate care.

3. Establishment of minimum standards along with a vehi-
cle for continued competency assessment provides a mech-
anism for implementation of advances in technology.

4. Establishment of minimum standards along with a vehi-
cle for continued competency assessment is consistent with
the professional nature of nuclear medicine technologists
and other allied health providers.

The use of radiopharmaceuticals in medicine is inherently
safe as demonstrated by the very low incidence of adverse
events, especially in comparison to the remaining body of
medicine. Inappropriate use of radiopharmaceuticals and
repeat examinations, however, contribute to the increased
cost of care and poor patient outcomes.

The promulgation of minimum standards for nuclear
medicine technologists will anticipate the regulatory require-
ments aimed at demonstrating professional competency. In
addition, the quality and diagnostic value of nuclear medi-
cine procedures will be ensured. The outcome of this
action will reduce the costs of medical care.

This document will now be combined with the position of
ASRT to create a uniform position that both ASRT and the
SNM-TS support. It is the hope of both groups to create a coali-
tion of radiologic specialties to support this position paper, as
well as model state legislation and recommended standards for
the implementation of any licensure legislation by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.

SNM PAC Up and Running

Following approval by the SNM board of directors in Las Vegas
in January 1998, the SNM Political Action Committee sent out
its first request for donations from members in June 1998. This
committee will support those congressional candidates for re-
election that have been helpful to nuclear medicine. For more
information on the PAC please contact Amanda Sullivan at
703-708-9776 or by e-mail at asulliva@snm.org.
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Hl ACNP News

by Ed Horwitg
ACNP Quality Assurance Program Director

ACNP Introduces 1998 Fall Phantom

The American College of Nuclear Physicians (ACNP) is pleased
to announce the release of its fall phantom for the 1998 Profi-
ciency Testing Program. This fall subscribers will receive a
transmission phantom with a simulated mammoscintigraphy
study and an oncologic lesion detection exercise with a receiver
operating characteristic (ROC) of warm lesions.

This mammoscintigraphy exercise will evaluate lesion size,
contrast and a location simulation of a two-view planar study
of the breast. In addition a matrix of lesions of varying contrast
will be included, which will test the observer’s ability to detect
lesions as seen on nuclear oncology studies. An ROC curve
will be produced for each observer. Pixel-size evaluation will
be included as a quality control exercise. The effect of cam-
era distance on image quality also will be examined.

The Proficiency Testing Program is designed to evaluate
and improve quality in nuclear medicine and to complement
a nuclear medicine department’s quality assurance program.
Subscribers receive a critique of their imaging capabilities com-
pared to those of the other participating facilities. CME cred-
its are available for all participants. The program uses imaging
phantoms to assess image acquisition, processing, display
and interpretation of each image. The phantoms are typically
of various organ systems and are designed to let the user assess
certain types of imaging studies. Past phantoms include a
myocardial perfusion simulator, a lumbar spine, a medium-
energy phantom and a renal phantom. These are still avail-
able for purchase.

The phantoms are designed by a dedicated committee com-
prised of members and consultants from the ACNP, the CAP,
the SNM and the SNM-Technologist Section. The nuclear med-
icine imaging experience of these organizations affords the Pro-
ficiency Testing Program the foremost expertise in nuclear med-
icine.
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For more information about the ACNP Proficiency Testing
Program, contact Ed Horwitz at the national office of the Amer-
ican College of Nuclear Physicians, 4400 Jenifer St. NW, Suite
230, Washington, DC 20015; phone 202-244-7904; fax 202-
244-7355; e-mail ed@acnp.com.

B News Briefs

American Chemical Society Launches New Publication
The American Chemical Society (ACS) announced plans
for a new publication: Modern Drug Discovery, a controlled
circulation magazine. Modern Drug Discovery is aimed at
scientists working in drug discovery and the life sciences.
This magazine will feature comprehensive reports and news
analysis of scientific and technical advances, industry and
business developments, and the results of clinical trials and
government regulation. Articles and features will be written
so that any member of an interdisciplinary drug discovery
team with a BS degree can understand them. The new mag-
azine will be published as a supplement to Chemical & Engi-
neering News and Today’s Chemist at Work, two estab-
lished ACS publications. The first issue is expected this fall.
Subscriber information is available on the ACS publications
web site at www.pubs.acs.org or from Mary Warner at 202-
872-6163.

International Isotopes Receives Approval

for Manufacturing

International Isotopes Inc. (I*), of Denton, TX, announced in
July that it received approval of a radioactive material license
from the Texas Department of Public Health, Bureau of
Radiation Control for manufacturing and distributing radioiso-
topes, radiochemicals, radiopharmaceuticals and radioiso-
tope therapeutic devices. The license authorizes the company
to use its 80,000-square-foot radioisotope and radiopharma-
ceutical manufacturing facility in Denton, TX. The license
allows I’ to manufacture *'T1, *Sr, *Y, "'I and '*I. The com-
pany also is licensed for the radioisotope calibration sources of
all elements from lithium to actinium, which include most of
the radioisotopes.
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