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This book comprises the proceedings of 
a March 1992 symposium, conducted by 
the National Heart, Lung and Blood In
stitute, that covers the entire spectrum 
of noninvasive cardiac imaging. The 
workshop faculty members are primarily 
cardiologists; only a few are nuclear 
medicine physicians. 

This book's great strength is its dis
cussion of nonnuclear methods of car-
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diac imaging. Ultrafast computed tom
ography, diagnostic ultrasound, digital 
subtraction angiography, magnetic 
resonance imaging, plus other new and 
esoteric techniques receive excellent 
treatment. For those not involved in 
these techniques, the book may be a very 
good primer. 

The basic science discussions through
out the text are also well done. The sci
entific basis of cardiac metabolism, the 
biology and biochemistry of the normal 
and infarcted myocardium, and the tech
nology underlying the various new imag
ing modalities are well covered. 

However, the section of the book that 
deals with cardiovascular nuclear medi
cine is weak at best. The chapter that 
deals with quality control in SPECT 
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imaging presents no visual examples of 
artifacts. There is also an example of 
triple-headed versus single-headed de
tector imaging, which purports to show 
the superiority of triple-detector systems. 
The example looks more like new-cam
era versus old-camera imaging. 

This book is directed primarily at car
diologists. I strongly recommend the 
book only to nuclear medicine profes
sionals who wish to understand other 
techniques for imaging cardiac disease. 
The treatment of nuclear medicine is su
perficial, and much better discussions 
can be found elsewhere. 

Robert E. Henkin, MD 
Loyola University Medical Center 

Maywood, Illinois 

239 




