
SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY REVIEW 

TWENTY YEARS AND GROWING 

I n June 1985, readers had the oppor
tunity to "Glimpse into the Past" 
(J Nucl Med Technol1985;2:110-112) 

and review the historical progress of the 
Technologist Section from its early in
ception through its 15th anniversary. 

The foundation of the Section can be 
traced to two separate groups that were 
formed to provide the technologist com
munity with an avenue fur the exchange 
of current information and ideas in the 
field of nuclear medicine technology. 
The first group, based in Chicago, 
fOrmed the Society of Nuclear Medicine 
Technologists in May 1965. This group 
grew to an impressive 382 members 
over the next three years and provided 
the technologist community with three 
successful scientific programs. The se
cond group, based in Houston and ul
timately to become the Southwestern 
Chapter-Technologist Section, was 
fOrmed in August 1966 and provided the 
permanent basis for development of the 
Technologist Section. 

The development of the National 
Council can be traced during this same 
time period when technologist repre
sentatives were appointed by physicians 
from various chapters to serve as com
mittee members for the Subcommittee 
on Technologist Affitirs. 

In its infuncy, the goals of the Technol
ogist Section were unclear; the needs of 
the yet to be defined membership were 
unknown. The appointed leadership of 
the Section had the formidable task of 
"starting from the beginning" on a shoe
string budget of $1,000. In the first 11 
months, m applications were approved 
for charter membership and in June 
1971, the first business meeting of the 
Section was held in Los Angeles, 
California. 

In the following years, significant ac
tivities were identified to address the 
needs of the membership, including dis
semination of education information and 
technical competency issues. 

Communication with the membership 
was essential to maintaining the viability 
of the Section. In response to this need, 
a communication link for national and 
scientific information was established 

for the membership via the Technologist 
Section Newsletter and the JourMl of 
Nuclear Medicine Technology. 

The committee on Continuing Edu
cation addressed educational needs of 
the membership initially by improving 
the teaching sessions at the Annual 
meeting and by implementing a separate 
scientific program for the Section, the 
Winter Meeting. Unfortunately, budget 
considerations forced the discontinua
tion of the program in 1987. 

To insure conformance with accepted 
educational standards and to provide the 
membership with a method to record 
and report educational activities, the 
Verification of Involvement in Continu
ing Education (VOICE) was created. 
Additionally, the Nuclear Medicine 
Technology Certification Board was 
created in 1978 to certify the competence 
of the technologist community. 

This brief review of the Section's first 
15 years illustrates a remarkable meta
morphosis from the infant organization 
struggling to identify the goals and needs 
of its membership to a maturing young 
adult organization successfully address
ing the complexities of the technology 
of nuclear medicine as it relates to the 
medical industry. 

From 1985 to 1990, the Section em
barked upon many projects to address 
issues facing technologists, particular
ly the manpower shortage. Moreover, 
the Section's growth can be seen in the 
implementation of a strategic plan, 
which outlined short- and long-term 
goals and objectives. A summary of 
some of these activities is presented 
below. 

The Diagnostic Related Groups 
(DRGs) survey, the Prospective Payment 
System (PPS) survey, the Human Re
source survey, and the Technologist 
Salary survey conducted by the Section 
as well as the AHRA Workload (Rad
works) study have provided both the 
Society, other health care organizations, 
and governmental agencies with invalu
able data. 

The dedicated work of the Section's 
membership and leadership resulted in 
the implementation of Nuclear Medi-
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cine Week in 1986. The event, which is 
celebrated annually, provides the medi
cal community and the general public 
with information on the advances that 
nuclear medicine has made in the diag
nosis and treatment of disease. 

In 1987, it was obvious that technolo
gists were being cross-trained to serve 
in a "multi-purpose" capacity in many 
institutions. To identify the needs of this 
group, the Task furce on Multiple Com
petency was formed. The goals of the 
group were to define the concept of 
multi-competency and to suggest ap
propriate training criteria. 

Continuous legislative and regulatory 
actions affecting the professions man
dated the development of a mechanism 
to keep the membership abreast of 
governmental activities. The publication 
of the Legislative Newsletter in 1988 and 
its subsequent editions provides the 
membership with current information 
on legislative and regulatory items. 

In response to the manpower short
age, the Section joined the Summit on 
Manpower, a confederation comprised 
of seventeen radiologic-related profes
sional organizations to develop strategies 
for coping with the shortage of qualified 
technologists. The Section has also 
developed its own marketing plan fur the 
retention and recruitment of technolo
gists and is working in concert with in
dustry through the formation of tech
nologist advisory committees to address 
technologist-related issues. 

The Section's involvement in socio
economic affairs has had significant im
pact. Successful lobbying on the part of 
the Section and other allied health 
organizations resulted in congressional 
passage of Title VII of the Public Health 
Service Act. 

A review of the Section's accomplish
ments over the last five years would be 
incomplete without including the efforts 
of a very caring individual, Virginia 
Pappas, CAE, Associate Executive 
Director of the Society and Technologist 
Section Administrator. Without Vir
ginia's assistance, many of these suc
cessful projects would still be in the 
"thinking" stage. 
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In reviewing the past 20 years, I have 
highlighted only a few of the Section's 
important accomplishments; space per
mitting, the list could go on and on. The 
Section's growth, however, has been 
remarkable. Credit for this must be ex-
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tended to the continued dedication of 
each active member who has donated 
valuable time and effort. With the con
tinued support of its membership, the 
Section can look forward to further pro
sperity in this new decade and on into 

the new century. We are 20 years old 
and still growing. 

Kathy Thomas, CNMT 
City of Hope Medical Center 

Duarte, California 
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