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    Abstract
The Nuclear Medicine Advanced Associate (NMAA) has evolved into a valuable member of the imaging team since its inception in 2008 to 2020.  Data show that NMAAs perform key services including supervision, interpretation, protocoling adjunct studies, and management duties freeing Nuclear Medicine physicians to concentrate on more complicated and time intensive responsibilities.  Additionally, the profession has gained ground in recognition by the Nuclear Medicine Technology Certification Board (NMTCB) with the advent of a formal NMAA certification examination and recognition guidelines for institutions interested in establishing NMAA educational programs. Actions are underway for the creation of new NMAA programs with pathways to enhance and expand student recruitment.  A special task force is established by the Society of Nuclear Medicine and Molecular Imaging (SNMMI) Advanced Associate Council (AAC) to raise the visibility of the advantages of the physician extender within the practice setting.  Practicing NMAAs list duties that they perform that are beyond the scope of Nuclear Medicine Technologists.
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